
Wholistic Ministry - Faith and Work, Art 
and Culture 

Introduction 

NT Wright calls Christians to ‘advance the healing of the world with art, music, literature, 
dance and theatre… and to join focus with those who work for justice. He concludes his 
book, Simply Christian, by arguing - ‘We are called to be part of God’s new creation, called 
to be agents of that new creation in the here and now. We are called to model and display 
that new creation in symphonies and family life, in restorative justice and poetry, in 
holiness and service to the poor, in politics and painting.’

Tim Keller makes the point in, Centre Church that it’s not enough to simply believe this - 
we need to be proactive in equipping our churches to live this out: 
‘In the West during the time of Christendom, the church could afford to limit its discipleship 
and training of believers to prayer, Bible study, and evangelism because most Christians 
were not facing non-Christian values at work, in their neighbourhoods, or at school. They 
did not need (or did not think they needed) to reflect deeply about a Christian approach to 
business, art, politics, the use of community resources, or race relations, to name a few 
examples. They require much more preparation and education to ‘think Christianly’ about 
all of live, public and private, and how to do their work with Christian distinctiveness.’  
 

1. The integration of faith and work 

For the majority of people in the church, the workplace is where they spend most time, 
have the highest number of challenging issues and have most relationships with not-yet-
believers…

But a recent survey by the London Institute for Contemporary Christianity discovered that 
the majority of people found church teaching no help for any of this at all!


The Bible teaches that all work matters to God (e.g. Genesis 1-2 / Ephesians 6 / 
Colossians 3). 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Martin Luther: 
The work of monks and priests (however holy and arduous they may be) do not differ one 
bit in the sight of God from the work of rustic labourers in the field or a woman going 
about her household tasks.

William Perkins: 
The polishing of shoes is a sanctified and holy act. The action of a farmer performed with 
faith is a good work before God; as is the judge giving sentence, or a magistrate in ruling, 
and a minister in preaching.


William Wilberforce:  
My walk is a public one, my business is in the world. I must mix in the assemblies of men 
or quit the post which God has seemed to assign me. 


There are two important truths that we need to keep teaching our 
churches:

a. Whatever we do, our work matters greatly to God. 
 
- Colossians 3:23-4:1 

b. It’s equally true that God matters to all our work. 
 
i) How does the gospel- 
      - Shape our motivation for work?  
      - Change our view of work?  
      - Free us from the idolatry of work?  
 
ii) What steps could you take to better value and release people 
into their unique workplace situations?
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Recommended Reading  
  
• Flannery O’Connor - Mystery and Manners

• Dorothy Sayers - Mind of the Maker

• Makoto Fujimura - Culture Care

• Hans Rookmaaker - Art Needs No Justification

• Andy Crouch - Culture Making

• Terry Grasper - 75 Materpieces Every Christian Should Know


Recommended Artists 

Music: 
• Lecrae - Church Clothes (Vol 1, 2 and 3)

• Sufjan Stevens - Illinoise 

Fine Art: 
• Makoto Fujimura 

Literature: 
• Godric - Frederick Buechner

• Gilead - Marilynne Robinson

• Silence - Shasaku Endo (also the film. Dir by Martin Scorcese) 

Poetry: 
• Emily Dickinson

• Caroline Rosetti

• Malcolm Guite 

Film: 
• Dr Strange (Dir by Scott Derrickson)


Resources on the Sputnik website:  
www.sptnk.co.uk 

• When good intentions create bad art

• A primer on faith and the arts by hyperrealist painter Alastair Gordon

• Doctor Strange: A masterclass in Christian filmmaking

• Beauty and Art series (starting with ‘Are fireworks art)


For more information about Sputnik, email jonny.mellor@sptnk.co.uk
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