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THE GOSPEL FOR A DISTRACTED AGE 

Jonny Richards, The Gate Church 

 
“For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to 

everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile.” 

Romans 1:16 

 

1. God’s Kingdom in our city 

 

A timeless & timely parable of Kingdom reality: Parable of the Sower (Mark 4:1-20) 

 

▪ As it always has done, God’s kingdom will grow & be greatly fruitful (v20) 

 

▪ But gospel fruitfulness will continue to be disrupted by the 3 great enemies of God’s 

kingdom: 

o v15: Satan 

o v17: World 

o v19: Flesh 

 

▪ So sow the gospel liberally & keep on sowing it 

 

 

…but how do we do that in our context so we stay faithful and are fruitful? 

 

 

2.  The Gate Church 

 

 

3. Observations of young adults in the inner city 

 

3.1 Diverse 

 

▪ University educated  

 

 

▪ Deprived backgrounds 

 

 

▪ Immigrant populations (recent) 

 

  

▪ Traditional working class 

3.2 Distracted 

 

 

 

 

3.3 Disengaged 

 

▪ Politically disenfranchised 
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▪ Sexually spoiled 

 

“Less sex please, we’re millenials – study” – The Guardian, 2 August 2016 

 

 

▪ Socially disconnected 

 

Night Drive Loneliness, Garbage: 

Lonely, Lonely, I'm so nervous 

Like a cat on a hot tin roof and 

I want to get wasted, Forget all about it 

Like the blue dress in my closet 

Over and over again 

My night drive loneliness 

Comes again and again (my loneliness) 

 

 

▪ Religiously indifferent 

 

“More than half UK population has no religion, finds survey” – The Guardian, 4 

September 2017 

= 53% adults & just under 75% of 18-24 year olds have no religious affiliation 

 

 

“Why was it virtually impossible not to believe in God in, say, 1500 in our Western 

society, while in 2000 many of us find this not only easy, but even inescapable?” 

“We're all secular now. The secular touches everything. It not only makes unbelief 

possible; it also changes belief"… "this pluralised, pressurised moment in which we 

find ourselves, where believers are beset by doubt and doubters, every once in a 

while, find themselves tempted by belief"… “even as faith endures in our secular age, 

believing doesn't come easy. Faith is fraught… we don't believe instead of doubting; 

we believe while doubting" 

Charles Taylor 

Anti-fundamentalism: scientism over-reached itself 

e.g. IFR Cosmic Chemistry: do science & Christianity mix? Of course! 

 

The Four Horsemen review - whatever happened to ‘New Atheism’? – The Guardian 

31 January 2019 

 

 

“When it comes to matters related to God, religion, or even atheism, millions simply 

shrug their shoulders and say, “So what?” 

James Emery White 

 

 

 

3.4 Disenchanted 

 

▪ ‘Un-Christians’ & ‘De-Christians’ 

 

Barna group research: 59% of millenials who grew up in church have dropped out 
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▪ Morbidly materialistic 

 

 “Each human being is a superbly constructed, astonishingly compact self-ambulatory 

computer” 

Carl Sagan 

  

 

▪ A vision of the good life that isn’t being delivered on 

 

“But we hope, too, that through all the noise and excitement you’ll glimpse a single 

golden thread of purpose – the idea of Jerusalem – of the better world, the world of 

real freedom and true equality, a world that can be built through the prosperity of 

industry, through the caring nation that built the welfare state, through the joyous 

energy of popular culture, through the dream of universal communication.  A belief 

that we can build Jerusalem.  And that it will be for everyone.”  

Excerpt from Programme of the Opening Ceremony of the London 2012 

Olympics 

 

“The final checkmate of this secularist coup is accomplished not by a frontal assault 

upon theology, but by a practical atheism that offers the fruit of shalom minus the 

tree of biblical faith that bore it`” 

Mark Sayers 

 

 

▪ Spiritually haunted 

 

 “I don’t believe in God but I miss him.” 

Julian Barnes, Novelist 

 

 

“People are fragilised now; we have a fragile faith” 

Dan Strange 

 

 

‘Reluctant atheists’ 

 

 

4. Reframing our moment: the fault in the system of secularism 

 

Mark Sayers asks 2 questions in the Portland Sessions (This Cultural Moment Podcast): 

 

>> what if secularism and post-Christianity is far weaker than we have 

realised and in absolute crisis? 

 

>> what if this moment isn’t a crisis for Christianity but a new land of 

opportunity for the gospel? 

 

 

“For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to 

him, but their thinking became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 
Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools and exchanged the glory of the 

immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and 
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animals and reptiles. Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their 

hearts...” 

Romans 1:21-24 

 

 

 

 

“The myth of the West… takes the idea that history is moving toward this end, 

towards this utopia, and we’re going to get there, and we’re just going to keep 

moving forward, and we’re going to move forward in the world through progress, and 

we’re going to end up in this wonderful place.” 

Mark Sayers 

 

 

 

DISCUSS: 

▪ To what extent are these observations true of young adults you know? 

▪ What other observations do you think are significant? 

▪ In what ways do Mark Sayers’ questions change how we might approach people in 

our secularized culture with the gospel? 

 

 

 

 

5. How does this influence our evangelism and discipleship of young adults? 

 

5.1 Gospel confidence 

 

“I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.” 

Matthew 16:18 

 

 

“Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you 

received and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved, if you hold 

firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.” 

1 Corinthians 15:1-2 

 

 

“the kingdom of God is like… a mustard seed, which is the smallest of all seeds on earth. Yet 

when planted, it grows and becomes the largest of all garden plants, with such big branches 
that the birds can perch in its shade.” 

Mark 4:30-32 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

5.2 Evangelism: gospel story subversive fulfillment 

 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 

• How does Paul show he understands the people he is reaching? 
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• How does the gospel apply to these people? 

• What does the gospel achieve for & in them? 

 

 

Opportunities for gospel connections: 

5.2.1 Authority & authenticity 

 

 

 

 

5.2.2 Cause & justice 

 

 

 

 

5.2.3 Method of life 

 

 

“For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. It teaches us to say ‘No’ 

to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this 

present age, while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God 

and Saviour, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to 

purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.” 

Titus 2:11-14 

 

 

 

“Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a 

living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. Do not 

conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then 

you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” 

Romans 12: 1-2 

 

 

 

 

5.2.4 Community 

 

 

 

 

DISCUSS 

▪ What are your experiences of these points of gospel connection with young adults in 

your community? 

▪ Are there other points of connection which are particularly relevant in your context? 

 

 

5.3 Discipleship: gospel centrality and gospel renewal 

 

 

5.3.1 Gospel centred 
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“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted 

and built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with 

thankfulness.” 

Colossians 2:6-7 

 

 

Gospel-Denying 

Churches 

 

These shouldn’t be called churches. Various cults and extreme brands 

of liberalism would fit this category. They deny the essential truths of 

the gospel. 

Gospel-Redefining 

Churches 

 

Related to the previous category, these add to or subtract from the 

gospel. Examples include the prosperity gospel and the social gospel. 

Gospel-Assuming 

Churches 

 

These churches say they believe the gospel, but they rarely preach it 

plainly and deeply. It’s “Christianity-lite.” Leadership talks, therapeutic 

sermons, and practical-improvement messages fill the air. 

Gospel-Affirming 

Churches 

 

Like the previous group, these churches believe the gospel doctrinally, 

but the gospel is only meant for evangelism, and it is segmented out 

of the life of the church. 

Gospel-Proclaiming 

Churches 

 

These churches are known for preaching the gospel every week in 

corporate worship. But the gospel is still viewed as simply evangelistic. 

The gospel tips people into the kingdom, but it isn’t taught as that 

which also shapes and empowers Christian living. Often what is 

communicated to believers is some form of post-conversion 

moralism. 

Gospel-Centered 

Churches 

 

These churches preach the gospel every week explicitly—but not just 

to the unbeliever. They also preach and apply the gospel to Christians, 

as Paul did for the Romans (Rom. 1:15). It shapes and empowers 

Christian ethics and the life of the Christian community. For example, 

marriage is taught by looking at Christ’s love for the church (Eph. 

5:25); generosity is viewed through the lens of Christ’s generosity (2 

Cor. 8:9); the call to forgive is rooted in Christ’s forgiveness of us (Col. 

3:13); hospitality reflects the welcome of Christ (Rom. 15:7). Calls to 

social action—like caring for the orphan, the widow, the refugee, and 

the poor—are also made to believers with reference to their own 

identity in Christ. 

 

5.3.2 Gospel renewal 

 

“My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil 

one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. Sanctify them by the truth; your word is 

truth. As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.” 

John 17:15-18 

 

 

 

 “Corporate renewal begins with personal renewal. Every renewal, awakening, revival, in 

history goes back to one person somewhere who has an experience where this gap becomes 

too big and they’re thrown back onto God.” 

 Mark Sayers 

 

 

6. Case studies 
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7. Q&A 

 

 


